INTRODUCTION

42
Pathogenic bacteria in milk have been a major factor for public health concern since the early days of the 43 
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 160
Data were subjected to statistical analysis using Chi-square tests of the statistical analysis system software 161 (SPSS 16.0 version) to establish the significant relationship in the prevalence of organisms between the samples. 162 P value of < 0.05 was considered significant for all the comparisons. 163 164
RESULTS
165
The total coliform count ranged from 1.0 to 6.0×10 Resistance to multiple antibiotics was 187 common among the Escherichia coli isolates 188 in cow raw milk and dairy products (Table 3) . 189 
serotypes. All the forty-four Escherichia coli strains belonged to 9 serogroups ('O') and 17 serotypes ('H'). The 202 'O' serogroups identified include O26 (2), O55 (3), O86 (3), O111 (11), O114 (1), O119 (1), O127 (5), O128 (1) and 203
O142 (4). In the digestion with
